Template Letter on Section 232 Tariffs Impact – Rental Industry

To: Congressional Trade Staff
Subject: Section 232 Tariffs Are Hurting Rental Companies and Customers

Dear [INSERT STAFFER NAME],

I’m writing to share how the recent expansion of Section 232 tariffs to heavy equipment is directly harming my company and the customers we serve.
I am the [INSERT TITLE] at [INSERT COMPANY NAME], a rental business based in [INSERT CITY, STATE], with [INSERT #] employees. We provide construction and industrial equipment for projects across [REGION/STATE].
Because the tariffs now include loaders, backhoes, and other machinery critical to our industry, we face at least a 50 percent cost increase on new equipment and parts. These costs directly impact our ability to invest in our rental fleet, which in turn drives up rates for contractors, small businesses, and municipalities that depend on rental to access equipment affordably.
Rental plays a vital role in the U.S. economy—over 70 percent of equipment on job sites is rented. From building roads, bridges, and pipelines, to maintaining farms, forestry operations, and mining, our customers rely on timely, affordable access to equipment. When tariffs raise our costs, the burden flows to every one of these sectors and, ultimately, to taxpayers.
I urge [REP/SENATOR LAST NAME] to work with Congress and the administration to refocus Section 232 tariffs on legitimate national security concerns, not on the equipment needed to build, feed, and power America.
I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further and share real-world examples of how these tariffs are slowing projects and raising costs in our state.

Sincerely,
[INSERT NAME]
[INSERT TITLE]
[INSERT COMPANY NAME]
